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At the close of the first year of work in the professional courses of 
the Bible Students' Reading Guild it seemed best to ask for criticism 
and an expression of opinion from the members of the Guild as to 
the policy which would make it most helpful in the future. Accord- 
ingly in June a series of questions calling for definite answers was sent 
to about two hundred members. The consensus of opinion thus 
formed will be of interest to the readers of the Biblical World. It 
should be borne in mind that these answers come from ministers in 
great variety, both as to appointment and preparation. 

Question /. To what degree do you find intellectual stimulus in 
carrying on a definite course of reading apart from necessary routine 
study ? 

It is essential and wholesome. It broadens and deepens thought. 
It gives intellectual grip of principles, provoking study in all direc- 
tions. It inspires and confirms faith. It prevents the tendency to 
"get into ruts," and that of circling and skimming subjects. It keeps 
one in touch with the thought of the day, putting off the dreaded 
"dead line." 

Question 2. Does such a plan interfere with sermons or pastoral 
work ? 

No. It helps in general preparation, furnishes intellectual meat, 
gives constant side-lights, furnishes themes, economizes time by 
demanding system, puts intellectual and moral muscle into the sermon. 
It should be added that in many cases this answer was modified by 
the term " in right proportion." 

Question j. Do you find your sermon material enriched by this 
outside study ? 

Yes, with illustrations, new themes and lines of thought, and cer- 
tainty of information. 

Question 4. Is there to you economy of time in a brief, well- 
selected list of books upon the desired subject ? 

A great economy of time, because it prevents scattering and 
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smattering, inspires confidence in the books recommended, and pre- 
vents too much repetition. It is also economy of money. 

Question 5. Is the system of reviews as helpful as it might be 
made ? If not, what suggestion would you offer as to these or other 
helps which the Institute might give ? 

So great a diversity of opinion was presented in answer to this 
question that we have not space to exhibit it. Among the sugges- 
tions were : longer and more critical reviews ; two reviews, one lib- 
eral and one conservative ; more directions for reading ; a topical 
analysis; a full syllabus; more subjects for special work; more pro- 
nounced personal judgment ; a general review of the whole course ; a 
series of questions ; a selection of short " best reviews" to be reprinted, 
giving several views of the same book. 

Every suggestion made will be carefully considered, and such as 
are practicable will be acted upon. 

Question 6. What do you think of the plan of requiring no reports 
from members ? 

A great division of opinion existed also here. Some thought that 
more definite and thorough work would be secured by requiring 
reports, that it would be a stimulus, and would help to formulate and 
fix knowledge. The more general opinion seemed to be that such 
reports, if provided for, should be encouraged, not required, as the 
freedom of the present plan was most acceptable to the busy pastor. 

Question 7. Mention subjects not given in the list upon which you 
would like to have courses offered. 

To accept all the topics suggested would, of course, be impossible, 
as upon many of the subjects little or no good literature is available. 
The list will be kept, however, and will be drawn upon for new sub- 
jects at intervals. The list is as follows : 

Old Testament History, New Testament History, History of 
Prophecy, Church History, History of Christian Doctrine, Life and 
Letters of Paul, History of Religion, Archaeology, Geography of Pales- 
tine, Formation of the Canon, History of Higher Criticism, Biblical 
Theology, Biblical Ethics, Systematic Theology, Miracles, Teaching of 
Jesus, Self-Consciousness of Jesus, The Atonement, The Person of 
Christ, The Sacraments, The Holy Spirit, The Future Life and Immor- 
tality, Teaching of the Apostles, Wisdom Literature, The Synoptic 
Problem, Comparative Religion, Inspiration and Inerrancy, Advanced 
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New Testament Introduction, Use of Old Testament by New Testa- 
ment Writers, The Bible as Literature, Apocalyptic Literature, Apo- 
cryphal Literature, Early Christian Literature, Philosophy, Evolution 
and Religion, Great Social Movements, Modern Church Work, Mis- 
sions, Expository Preaching, Pastoral Work, Hymnology, Psychology, 
Sociology, a pedagogical course for Sunday-school teachers, short 
courses in the Sciences, History, Political Economy, The World's Best 
Literature, English Literature. 

Question S. What is your experience concerning the effect of vig- 
orous intellectual study upon the accomplishment of the spiritual mis- 
sion of the pastor ? 

It is absolutely necessary, gives him keener spiritual perception, 
stronger faith, transformation and renewing of the mind, broader out- 
look, enthusiasm, increased sense of spiritual responsibility, authority, 
understanding of men. No permanent results can be achieved with- 
out it ; no man can retain the respect of his people without it. The 
temptation to interest the few at the expense of the many must be 
guarded against. 

Question g. Have you any criticisms to offer upon the work of 
the Guild not brought out by the above questions ? 

This question was answered chiefly in the negative. A few sug- 
gestions were made, such as a published list of the names of members 
of the Guild, more extended courses, and credit for more work. 



